The Universal Provider

progress of the Vestry's wrath, were finished in the
spring of 1881, and thrown open to the public on
March 24. They comprised a china and glass ware-
house at No. 153, an ironmongery shop with show-
rooms 200 feet in depth at No. 1555 at No. 157 a build-
ing and shipping office, with thirty desks that made it
look like a bank, and above this a c fine arts museum'
of paintings and sculpture, and a large piano and har-
monium department; and at No. 159 a huge provision
department. Even the Bayswater Chronicle admitted
that these premises presented " a frontage certainly
superior to that of any retail house in the Metropolis."
Each shop was furnished with plate-glass windows. In
the basement was a huge cold-storage room filled with
ice, the lining of the walls and doors stuffed with saw-
dust to keep out warm air. There were rooms for
cleaning fish and trussing poultry, and a cellar filled
with pipes, racks, and casks for wines and mineral
waters. In Kensington Gardens Square a new refresh-
ment-room was opened where all food was cooked by
gas, and a lift was installed to convey food from floor
to floor.

Much cared Flood and his vestrymen for these
amenities! In April the Commissioners scornfully re-
jected an offer by Whiteley to buy up the Queen's
Road Baths, in an endeavour to end the controversy,
and round off his domain. Then in August the Vestry
had before them their Surveyor's report that the depth
of Whiteley's foundations had affected the stability of
the Baths, which would now require underpinning.
Worse still, it appeared that the upper floors of the
northern end of Whiteley's premises were to be used
as a huge dormitory for 300 of his male assistants. The
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